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Overview

• What is IEEE Xplore?
• Browsing the Tables of Contents
• Author Search
• Basic Search

• For Journals, Conferences, Standards
• Advanced Search

• Field Codes and Search operators
• Search Tips

• More Search Tips
• Abstract Record Links
• Other Tools and Features

• Email Alerts, OPAC Linking
• Request a Free Trial
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What is IEEE Xplore?

• IEEE Xplore is an online delivery system

- Provides full text access to
IEEE’s transactions, journals,
magazines and conference
proceedings published since
1988 and all current IEEE
standards, plus select
content back to the 1950’s

- Serves IEEE members as
well as subscribing users to
IEEE online publication
collections

www.ieee.org/ieeexplore
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What is IEEE Xplore? (cont.)

• IEEE Xplore powers several IEEE online collections
for organizations as well as IEEE member
subscriptions

• IEEE/IEE Electronic Library (IEL)
• IEEE All-Society Periodicals Package (ASPP)
• IEEE Proceedings Order Plans (POP and POP All)
• IEEE Enterprise
• IEEE Member Digital Library (MDL)

www.ieee.org/ieeexplore
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Browsing Tables of Contents

! To browse Tables of Contents, start with a specific journal,
proceeding, or standard

! To browse a specific
journal, locate
Tables of Contents
 and click Journals
 & Magazines
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Browsing Tables of Contents (cont.)

• Browse journal titles by discipline/keyword
- In the alphabetic listing, ignore the letter “J” such as in “Journal of

Lightwave Technology.” No journals are listed under the letter “J.”
Instead search under “Lightwave.”

• Browse tables of contents within all available issues of a
publication
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Author Search

• IEEE Xplore enables you to search by author:
- To begin, locate Search on the navigation menu and click “By Author”
- “Search By Author” lets you search on complete surnames, or on partial

surnames
- If you’re not sure how to spell the name, you can also click a letter to

browse a list of names beginning with this letter
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Author Search (cont.)

Quick find an author box
HINTS:
- Last name(space)first initial(period)(space)middle initial(period)
- Do not enter a comma or full first name
Example:   Johnson S. W.  or Johnson S.
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Basic Search

• Basic Search can help you define your search
- No need to know query language syntax
- To begin, locate Search on the navigation menu and click Basic
- With Basic Search, you can define up to three search phrases (strings)

and specify the fields in which IEEE Xplore searches for them
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Basic Search (cont.)

• Search Options enable you to:
- Limit the search by type of publication

- Specify what years IEEE Xplore searches

- Determine how IEEE Xplore displays your results
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Basic Search (cont.)

• HINT: Search by Affiliation
- Under Basic Search one of the fields is "affiliation"

- To search for a specific author from an organization, put the
name of the organization in the search box and change the
field to affiliation
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Advanced Search

• If you are an experienced searcher:
- You can use IEEE Xplore’s query language syntax to do an Advanced

Search
- Advanced Search lets you

define any number of
search phrases (strings)
and use logical, proximity,
thesaurus, and wildcard
operators
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Advanced Search (cont.)

• Field codes - Use the codes listed on the right with the <in> operator to
specify a particular field for searching

Journal name - jn
Meeting date - cy
Part number - pt
Publication name - jn
Subject term - de
Title - ti
Volume - vo

Abstract - ab
Affiliation - cs
Article Title -  ti
Author(s) - au
Catalog number - ca
CODEN - cn
Conference date - cy
Conference title - ct
Editor(s) - au
ISBN - in
ISSN - in
Issue number - is
Issue part number - pt
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Advanced Search (cont.)

• Search operators - Use logical operators (also called Boolean
operators) to express relationships between search expressions. Logical
operators include:

     <and>  2 words or phrases must occur
<or>  1 or both words or phrases must occur
<not>  word or phrase must not occur
<in>  word or phrase must be in a specific field
<near/N>  search term must be within N words of each other
<paragraph>  search terms must be in the same paragraph
<phrase>  search terms must appear in the same phrase
<sentence>  search terms must appear in the same sentence
<thesaurus> search for words with similar meaning to the search word
<stem>  x find variations; don't score results
<word>  x  search for an exact match

• All need to be in <>
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Basic & Advanced Search Tips

• Wildcard
- The “*” wildcard represents any or no characters

- Ex. *sed* returns results of “sediment” or “based”

- The “?” wildcard represents any single character

- Ex.  Fib?? returns results of “fiber” or “fibre”

HINT:  Wildcards can also be used to truncate words before
non-English characters such as an umlaut (ü) or an accent
(é). Since these characters cannot be searched, a word such
as the author name Grundström should be searched as
Grundstr*
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Basic & Advanced Search Tips (cont.)

• Use Quotation Marks around a word to indicate a search for
exact wording & spelling with no word stem variations
- Ex. A search on “acoustic” with quotations would NOT search for results on
variant terms such as acoustics or acoustical
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Other Search Tips

• Search Again
- Link within results page to begin
 a brand new search

• Search Results Options
- Sort by score, year, publication title
- In descending or ascending order
- Select / deselect IEEE or IEE content

• See the latest articles published online,
but not yet available in print
- Key in “Accepted for Future” in a search field
- Also available from ToC for select publications

• Check the abstract page for other
ways to navigate through the content
- By author, index term, and linked references
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Viewing an Abstract Record

- After searching, IEEE Xplore displays a
list of documents that fit your search
criteria

- If your Society membership or
institution provides access to the
publication, you can click one of
these links to view the Abstract or
the PDF Full-Text document
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Viewing an Abstract Record (cont.)

- Names of article, authors,
editors, and publisher

- Page numbers and date

- Volume and issue

- Identification codes

- Number of references

" When you select the Abstract, you see:
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Abstract Record Links

• Links from Author Names
- Enables users to quickly perform an

author search from an abstract
record on the entire database without
leaving the existing page or entering
new search criteria

• Links from Index Terms
- By selecting one of the hyperlinked

index terms within the abstract
record, a search is initiated on all
documents in the database
containing the selected index term
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Abstract Record Links (cont.)

• Reference Linking
- Allows user to link to other IEEE journals

from abstract record page

• Forward Linking
- Allows the user to see the list of IEEE

documents in the database that cite the
document currently being viewed

• Downloadable Citations
- Download the citation or citation with

abstract into a bibliographic management
program
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Viewing a PDF Full-Text File
- When you select the PDF Full-Text link, Adobe Acrobat displays an image of

the document

- Here you can use
Acrobat’s page-
turning, zooming,
and printing
features
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Links to Tools and Features

• Email Alerts
- Sign up to receive regular email notification of

recently posted journals and magazines. Each
email contains a direct link to the issue’s latest
table of contents

• New This Week Update List
- A listing of the last four weeks’ updates shows

the newest content added to IEEE Xplore

• OPAC linking
- Link directly to a publication’s page from your

library’s OPAC

• Online Support
- Fill out this form if you have a specific product

or technical question
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Search IEEE Xplore
http://www.ieee.org/ieeexplore

or

Request a Free Trial
 for Your Organization

onlineproducts@ieee.org
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